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the Disabled. If we work together; if specialists I hope that in this inevitably sketchy over-in rehabilitation can find new means to engage view, I may have given those of you who spend the understanding of development planners; if your lives working for the disabled some there are as yet un-tapped aspects of the new measure of increased hope and some ideas as science of appropriate technology that can to how we can work together more closely. You advance the use of prosthetics in desperately have my pledge that I am deeply aware how far poor countries, then surely we can move ahead.
The international organizations-Rehabilitation International

NORMAN A m O N
Rehabilitation International Luncheon, 3Ist May, I977
I have been asked to speak to you about Rehabilitation International, and especially its programme activities directly related to prosthetics and orthotics. I am going to take the liberty of expanding that subject a bit, not because I could not quickly fill the time at my disposal with what Rehabilitation International is doing, but for two other reasons. I hope that most of you already know, at least in a general way, what Rehabilitation International is and does. You know that for financial and other reasons we have an extremely modest technical assistance programme, and consequently do not give our major attention to direct help of that kind. We do operate a major programme for the exchange of information with the bases of activity in Heidelbqrg and in Mexico City for the Spanish language countries, as well as in Stockholm where ICTA, our International Commission on Technical Aids, Housing and Transportation, distributes material relevant to those subjects. We do include in these distribution mechanisms information of direct relevance to those who are working in the fields of prosthetics and orthotics, and the subjects, of course, are always important ones in o w World Congresses, Regional, and other meetings.
Perhaps one of the most important credentials of Rehabilitation International in this particular audience is the fact that it has been the mother and father of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics. As you know, ISPO started as a Technical Committee within Rehabilitation International, and its eventual separation as an independent organization was planned and carried out as a progressive step with the agreement of both parties, and in a spirit of complete friendship and co-operation. ISPO remains an international member of Rehabilitation International and the co-operation continues in both spirit and reality.
My second reason for broadening the subject assigned to me is that I would like to take the opportunity of having you gathered in one audience to suggest some avenues of larger co-operation that are op2n to all of us that are working in this field. In this connection, I would like immediately to emphasize that we are in the presence of a pattern of opportunities that should be a major challenge to all of us who are interested in expanding the impact of international effort and the depth of its consequences in the various countries around the world.
We are entering the final years of the Decade of Rehabilitation, which was proclaimed for the 1970s by Rehabilitation International. The Decade will culminate in the 14th World Congress, to be held in Winnipeg, Canada, June 22-27, 1980. The time between now and then will be occupied by various regional and other specialized conferences and seminars, all dealing with the major themes that have been chosen for the 14th World Congress.
These themes have been selected following a survey of individuals and organizations in all parts of the world to learn what are the major preoccupations of people working in rehabilitation activities. They are as follows: the prevention of disability, the integration of disabled persons into the community, the participation of disabled persons in the rehabilitation process, and the improvement of professional care and services. We are developing a comprehensive programme for the 14th World Congress which will include attention to each of these subjects as well as to the larger principles which bind them together in the rehabilitation process.
tions have been involved in the selection of these themes, and even larger numbers will be involved in the various preparatory conferences and other activities leading up to the 14th World Congress. The objective of all of this is to engage as many people and organizations as possible in thinking that will produce a "Charter for the 1980s". That is, a statement of principles and objectives upon which there is wide international agreement, and which can guide the further development of our collective effort during the next decade. This would be accompanied by a set of more specific recommendations capable of being implemented at the national level, making allowances for the varying stages of development in different areas and regions of the world.
As you have heard, the United Nations General Assembly has proclaimed 1981 the International Year for Disabled Persons. We are engaged with the United Nations Secretariat in a very close co-ordination of planning so that the preparatory work for the Rehabilitation International 1980 Congress will serve also to prepare the way for the International Year in 1981. The "Charter for the 80s" and the special recommendations which we hope will emerge from our preparatory process and Congress can be the basis for regional and national action during the International Year in 1981. We are discussing with the U.N. the possibility that the draft texts of these documents would be prepared by experts chosen not only by Rehabilitation International, but by the United Nations and other co-operating organizations, such as ISPO.
During the first seven years of the Decade of Rehabilitation we have achieved successes in some areas, and there remains much to be done in others. I regard our work in the pursuit of the first three objectives of the Decade as having lead to significant developments. These were to increase public awareness of the problem of disability and the fact that something can be done about it, to encourage governments to give a higher priority to services for disability prevention and rehabilitation, and to provide or A large number of individuals and organiza-, stimulate the provision of information, guidance, and advice needed for the development of rehabilitation services. In each of these areas, there has been significant progress during recent years and, while I certainly would not attempt to claim credit for all of that for Rehabilitation International and its Decade of Rehabilitation, we can show that a number of these significant developments are based on the knowledge, the contacts and the stimulation resulting from the Decade Programme.
The other two objectives of the Decade were, first, to encourage an increase in the volume of training opportunities for personnel needed in the rehabilitation field, and to expand the concepts of training to deal more effectively with today's reality; and, second, to develop simpler and less expensive methods of providing needed rehabilitation services. In my opinion, it is in these last two areas that high priority attention needs to be given, not only during the balance of the Decade of Rehabilitation, but in our plans for the future. We have seen in many different ways the statistical and other data which makes it evident that traditional methods are not coming to grips with the volume of disability around the world, and it was Rehabilitation International's privilege to introduce in 1969 the estimates upon which much of our global thinking since that time has been based.
You recall the figures we announced at that time, 450 million disabled persons in the world, 300 million of them in need of services that were not available to them. We may now estimate that there has been an addition of approximately 3 million disabled persons to that total each year, and I think none of US would pretend that we have been able to develop additional services to deal with that increase, or with the 300 million deficit with which we started the Decade. I am, however, jumping ahead of the story, since the "Charter for the 80s" and the recommendations for activity in the future will emerge from the process I have described. I hope you will agree that if we all join in these co-ordinated events in the preparation for and in the actual activities of the 14th World Rehabilitation Congress and the International Year for Disabled Persons, we will succeed in generating a new level of understanding of our problems and our needs, and new levels of support for the kinds of activity we are all seeking to develop.
